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Challenges and opportunities from an industry 
perspective, considering current/upcoming 
changes

pharma.be
Mission Statement
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As centre of expertise and representative association
of the innovative biopharmaceutical industry,
pharma.be acts as a trusted partner to contribute 
to the sustainable health of citizens, patients, and the economy in Belgium,
through knowledge-sharing, collaboration and dialogue.
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pharma.be: the voice of > 120 (bio)pharma companies in Belgium

126
members

Start-ups, small, mid-sized
and multinational companies
Almost all Belgian companies with R&D activities 
joined pharma.be – R&D activities as well in 
preclinical as in clinical stage

88%
have medicines 
on the market in 

portfolio

32%
of the human members 
with medicines on the 

market have at 
least one orphan drug

on the market

90%
of the members

focus on 
human health
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10%
of the members

focus on 
animal health
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Key figures
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pharma.be companies are part of a strong innovation-driven ecosystem

18
Bio-incubators

37
Production sites

23
Headquarters

52
R&D and clinical R&D 

facilities

3
(Air)ports with CEIV certification: 

Brussels, Liège & Antwerp

14
Universities

& research centres

7
Academic
hospitals

126
pharma.be member 

companies

Headquarters of pharma companies

Pharma R&D sites

Pharma production sites

Universities & research centres

Bio-incubators

Academic hospitals

Ports

Airports
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Direct jobs in Belgium
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Import and export
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Belgian trade balance
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Fixed assets investments
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R&D investments
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R&D investments
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Slow but steady and profound shift out of Europe
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Absolute R&D spend
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Relative growth of R&D
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In the news …

In 2024, total biopharmaceutical exports were € 79.0 billion, 
down 1.4% from 2023.
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In the news …
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Advanced Therapy Medicinal Products (ATMPs)
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Belgian focus on ATMPs

Source: https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/news/belgium-launches-regulatory-push-for-advanced-therapy-medicinal-products/, 
20250408
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Competitiveness

State-of-play:

 Pressure from U.S.:

 Inflation Reduction Act

 US Tariffs under consideration – Goal: reshoring production and R&D to U.S.

 US Executive Order – Goal: lowering prices in U.S.

 Intensified competition from China (and India)

 General pharmaceutical legislation (aim i.a. to strengthen EU competitiveness of sector) still under 
review

 Europe faces a complex regulatory environment, supply chain vulnerabilities, fragmented national 
policies, and slow approval processes, which undermine the region’s ability to attract R&D investments 
and failing its ambition of being a leader in innovation.

 Difficulties in recouping R&D investments in Europe’ – better valorisation required

20

19

20



22/05/2025

11

The future of European competitiveness – A competitiveness 
strategy for Europe (20240909)

Draghi Report
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Proposals for biopharmaceutical sector
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Proposals pharma (continued)
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Governmental health R&D investment (% of GDP)

Source: Office of Life Sciences (UK), in: Assessing the clinical trial
ecosystem in Europe. Final Report. (IQVIA, for EFPIA & Vaccines Europe, October 2024)
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Global CT ecosystem: Europe’s share declining, Asia 
emerging as major location for new CT starts

Source: Assessing the clinical trial ecosystem in Europe. Final Report. (IQVIA, for EFPIA & Vaccines Europe, Oct. 2024)

EEA countries: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic of 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Iceland, Liechtenstein and 
Norway
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Phase 1 CTs declining
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Letta report

 EU Single Market framework - four freedoms: free movement of 
people, goods, services and capital

 Fifth freedom: to enhance research, innovation and education 
in the Single Market - the freedom of investigating, exploring 
and creating for the benefit of humankind without 
disciplinary or artificial borders and limitations

 Among various sectors poised to benefit from the 
implementation of a fifth freedom, the healthcare sector stands 
out prominently. Its critical importance, underscored by the 
recent pandemic, positions it to greatly leverage this new 
framework which promises to enhance cooperation and drive 
innovation. This initiative is particularly vital as European 
healthcare urgently requires significant revitalization. The 
EU's increasing reliance on external suppliers for chemically 
synthesised active ingredients, components, and finished 
products has led to a steep decline in European production -
from 53% in the early 2000s to less than 25% today. Moreover, 
the migration of European talent in search of opportunities 
outside the EU is severely undermining the Union’s capacity 
for innovation
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Letta report

 EU Single Market framework - four freedoms: free movement of people, goods, 
services and capital

 Fifth freedom: to enhance research, innovation and education in the Single Market -
the freedom of investigating, exploring and creating for the benefit of humankind 
without disciplinary or artificial borders and limitations

 Among various sectors poised to benefit from the implementation of a fifth freedom, 
the healthcare sector stands out prominently. Its critical importance, underscored by 
the recent pandemic, positions it to greatly leverage this new framework which 
promises to enhance cooperation and drive innovation. This initiative is particularly 
vital as European healthcare urgently requires significant revitalization. The EU's 
increasing reliance on external suppliers for chemically synthesised active ingredients, 
components, and finished products has led to a steep decline in European production -
from 53% in the early 2000s to less than 25% today. Moreover, the migration of 
European talent in search of opportunities outside the EU is severely undermining 
the Union’s capacity for innovation
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Full page on CTs!

 Streamline clinical trial process

 Multi-country / EU-wide trials: important factor for sufficient scale to compete with 
the US and other competitors. Regulatory differences between Member States 
pose a significant challenge in this regard.

 monitor CT legislation across Member States to identify inconsistencies and 
promote alignment

 Fostering collaborations will accelerate innovation and speed up the path to 
market for novel treatments

 Actively encourage training of highly qualified pharmaceutical professionals and 
promote researcher mobility - fifth freedom framework

 creation of transnational networks between large research hospitals
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How to strengthen Europe’s CT ecosystem
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Association générale de l’industrie
du médicament

asbl

Cantersteen 47
1000 Bruxelles

Numéro d’entreprise
0407.622.902

Algemene vereniging van de 
Geneesmiddelenindustrie

vzw

Kantersteen 47
1000 Brussel

Ondernemingsnummer
0407.622.902

T 02 661 91 11  
www.pharma.be   I    info@pharma.be

RPR Brussel
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